
Any chance 
for progress 
without pain? 

 
Progress can be painful, but as 

Frederick Douglass once said, “If 
there is no struggle, there is no 
progress.” 

Perhaps the three greatest in-
vestments in this community over 
the past 30 years are quite con-
temporary with some of the tough-
est times for construction and 
development – largely due to lin-
gering pandemic 
pressures that affect 
cost and availability 
of materials (whether 
real or perceived). 

The community 
projects at issue will 
either begin so or 
have been completedi 
n the last six years or 
so. Trials, tribula-
tions and delays have 
marked each of them 
and the true worthi-
ness of each project remains ques-
tionable among local inhabitants. 
The true merit of their worth will 
be confirmed as we move forward.   

On Dec. 6, 2018, after more 
than 20 years of discussing and 
planning and six years of con-
struction, a new US 641 was 
opened between Marion and Fre-
donia. Originally conceived as a 
four-lane highway between Marion 
and Eddyville, the road, so far, is 
shorter and more narrow than de-
sired. Pared down to a super two-
lane, 641’s 5.5-mile stretch comes 
up short, but there’s still plans for 
completing it with a second phase 
from Fredonia to Eddyville. Argu-
ments over where to put the final 
leg have caused some tribulation 
and delay, but who’s counting the 
years after so long? 

In 2016, phase two of the project 
was estimated to cost about $54 
million for 9.2 miles. It’s unclear 
what that cost might be now, but 
if it’s like eggs, Katy bar the door. 
The Kentucky Transportation Cab-
inet’s Six-Year Road Plan has 
money earmarked for construction 
beginning in 2027. 

On the first leg of the new high-
way, Crittenden County has yet to 
see much development because 
utilities are not readily available. 
Natural gas, water and electricity 
remain a bit elusive along the 
stretch south of Marion. It will 
take a sizable project to motivate 
the expansion of those services, 
but once that happens prepare for 
a Domino effect. 

Our new sewer plant is being 
held hostage by excuses about the 
supply chain. Problem is the key 
ingredient needed to finish the 
$13-million project (what amounts 
to the electric system’s brain) was-
n’t ordered until last fall. It will not 
be available until next fall. The 
plant itself is about two months 
behind schedule, but should be 
done in June. Looks like contrac-
tors will leave and come back 
when all the parts are in. 

The third project remains in pre-
launch mode, but soon Marion will 
have a new downtown courthouse. 
It will be different from the court-
houses we’ve historically known. 
County government will no longer 
be headquartered there. It will be 
a justice center for circuit, district 
and family courts. Estimated at 
$11.9 million at conception three 
years ago, the project has mush-
roomed to almost $20 million be-
fore the first shovel has been 
turned.  

One of the greatest hurdles for 
this project is finding a temporary 
pad for courtrooms and court 
clerks. The current courthouse is 
supposed to be torn down this 
summer. Whether that schedule 
stays on point remains to be seen,  

 
See PAIN/page 8 

Would you be willing 
to spend one hour as  
nursing home volunteer? 

Pennyrile District Long-Term 
Care Ombudsman program is 
looking for volunteers to visit 
area nursing homes. The group 
covers Caldwell, Christian, Hop-
kins, Livingston, Lyon, Muhlen-
berg, Todd and Trigg counties 
and serves 37 facilities and 2,761 
residents in nursing homes, pri-
vate homes, living centers, as-
sisted living homes and personal 
care facilities. “We are looking for 
friendly visitor volunteers. You 
can make a difference by spend-
ing as little as  one hour a week 
visiting residents in long-term 
care facilities,” said coordinator 
Cindy Tabor. Training will be 9 
a.m., to noon April 5 at the Pen-
nyrile Allied Community Service 
office in Hopkinsville. Contact 
Tabor at 270-886-9484 or 
cindy.tabor@ky.gov to RSVP. 

 
More changes at MPD 

Changeover in local law en-
forcement will continue as two 
more Marion policemen have put 
in resignations, making that four 
in the past six or seven months. 
Patrolmen Eric Gray is going to 
Union County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and James Duncan will be 
going to Eddyville Police Depart-
ment. In the past few months, 
Marion’s Police Sgt. Heath Martin 
and Patrolman Donald Crawford 
have left for law enforcement 
jobs in nearby communities. 
Marion recently upped its police 
pay by $4 an hour, citing a need 
to remain competitive with other 
nearby agencies that pay more 
and offer hazardous job retire-
ment benefits. 

 
 
 

County’s Farm Sizes 
According to the Agriculture 

statistics from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, following 
are the number of farms by 
acreage in Crittenden County. 
Farm Size                      Number 
1-9 Acres                         15 
10-49 Acres                    121 
50-179 Acres                  246 
180-499 Acres                125 
500-999 Acres                 33 
1,000 or more Acres         35 
 
 
Banana: Natural Energy 
According to the International 

Fresh Produce Association, ba-
nanas are the number one con-
sumed fruit in the U.S. We buy 
bananas more than apples, or-
anges, strawberries and every 
single other fruit you’ll find in 
the produce section. Bananas are 
widely available in most grocery 
stores year round, they’re afford-
able and versatile. Peel and eat 
them on the go, or slice them up 
into oatmeal, smoothies or pud-
ding. Parade magazine also says 
bananas give you energy, help 
you lose weight, sleep better, 
avoid sickness and digest food 
better. 
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City Hall offered as 
temporary courtroom 
 
STAFF REPORT 

STAFF REPORT 
Marion Mayor D’Anna 

Browning on Monday un-
veiled the city’s plan to 
ease a nearly year-long 
water conservation order 
as the traditional spring 
cleaning period arrives. 
The city has agreed in 

principle to allow criminal, 
civil and family court to be 
held temporarily at city 
hall while a new court-
house is built downtown. A 
formal agreement will not 
be executed until details of 
the lease are approved by 
both parties. 

Browning said Marion 
seeks a monthly rental fee, 

plus other provisions. She 
said city employees have 
been briefed on the pro-
posal and are confident 
they can share the facility 
the Administrative Office of 
the Courts (AOC) for what 
could be around three 
years. The entire court sys-
tem will have to be moved 
out of the county court-
house, which is set for  
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Marion-Crit-
tenden 
County Park 
opened its 
new play-
ground to 
the public 
early this 
week. Pic-
tured are 
Charlestyn, 
5; and her 
mother Crys-
tal, who 
were among 
the first to try 
it out. See 
more about 
the major 
park invest-
ment project 
on page 12.

Farm conservation award 
presented to lifelong farmer
BY CHRIS EVANS 
PRESS EDITOR 

Flexibility, unpredictability and manure 
just go together. Call it the Good, the Bad 
and the Ugly of farming. 

Marion’s Van Hunt celebrates his 64th 
birthday early next week and he’s received 
a gift to treasure from the Crittenden 
County Conservation District. Last Thurs-
day, he was presented with the agency’s 
annual Master Conservationist Award. 

Hunt grew up on a family farm that did-
n’t make it through the tough 1980s like 
so many others that failed when sur-
pluses ballooned, interest rates skyrock-
eted and land prices were seemingly 
unrealistic. Still, he’d cut his teeth on the 
Piney soil in eastern Crittenden County 
and had a longing to farm even after 
working in the coal mines for 20 years. 

Approaching age 40, he gave up mining 
and when a short stint with Hutson Ag 
put him regularly back on farms in west-
ern Kentucky, he answered the calling. He 
made the wholesale jump into full-time 
farming and hasn’t looked back. 

“I appreciate this award. I really do. I 
think anybody that farms at all is inter-
ested in taking care of their property. It 
pays off in time. It can seem like slow pay-
back, but it helps and I am glad to do 
what I do. I am a small operator and a lot 
of things come pretty tough in this gig, 
but we sure do enjoy it,” Hunt said after 
receiving the district’s featured award for 
farmers. 

Hunt and his adult son, Cody, are part-
ners in row cropping and cattle. Some-
times the nine grandchildren and  

 

Mayor moves to ease water order
City Council



Rich 
Robert Eddie Rich, 

Sr., 53, of Marion, 
died Wednesday, 
March 15, 2023 at 
Deaconess Midtown 
Hospital in Evans-
ville. 

Surviving are eight 
children, Kayla 
Rich, Robert Rich, 
Jr., Nicholas 
Teague, Shyann Le-
Grand, Elizabeth 
(Jimmy Windsor) Le-
Grand, Candace 
Teague, Zachery Le-
Grand and Haven 
LeGrand; three 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n , 
Claire Pharris, Ga-
briel Rich and Eve-
lyn Fredrick; three 
adopted children, 
Skyler Willis, Ashley 
Fredrick and Brad 
Fredrick; his 
mother, Sharon 
McCoy; his adopted 
mother, Mom Mary; 
three brothers, Ha-
rold (Betty) Hoskins, 
Carl (Sherry) Rich 
and Mike (Sarita 
Powell) Rich; and a 
sister, Vanessa 
Chambers. 

He was preceded 
in death by his 
father, Harold Rich. 

Visitation was 
Tuesday, March 21 
at Gilbert Funeral 
Home. 

Wring 
Sue Wring, 85, of 

Marion, died Mon-
day, March 13, 2023 
at Crittenden Com-
m u n i t y 
Hospital. 

S h e 
was born 
May 31, 
1937 to 
the late 
V e r n o n 
Kirk and 
Lillie Kirk Westfall, 
and was raised with 
the help of her step- 

father, Cloyd West-
fall, whom also pre-
ceded her in death.   
She attended Salem 
Baptist Church, and 
enjoyed gardening, 
family, shopping, 
Elvis and her boston 
terriers. 

Surviving are a 
daughter, Sandy 
Ethridge of Vienna, 
Ill.; a son, Kirk 
(Crystal) Wring  of 
Portage, Ind.; three 
grandchildren, Eric 
M. (Tiffany) Wring, 
Valerie Barnes, 
Amber L. (Jeff) Arm-
strong; and six 
great-grandchildren, 
Chloe Wring, Ethan 
Wring, Baileah 
(Cruce) Collyer, 
Paezley Barnes, 
Adrian Long and 
Audrey Long. 

Sue was preceded 
in death by her hus-
band, Conrad R. 
Wring Jr.; a daugh-
ter, Glenda Gale 
Barnes; a son-in-
law, Fred Ethridge; 
and her parents. 

Graveside services 
were Friday, March 
17 at Salem Ceme-
tery with Bro. Josh 
Bumpus officiated. 

Boyd Funeral Di-
rectors and Crema-
tion Services was in 
charge of arrange-
ments. 
Paid obituary 

Yarbrough 
Kathie Yvonne 

Yarbrough, 69, of 
Salem, and longtime 
resident of Portage, 
a n d 
Chester-
ton, Ind., 
d i e d 
T h u r s -
day, Feb. 
2 3 , 
2023, at 
St. Vincent Hospital 
in Evansville. 

She was born on 
May 31, 1953. She 
was a 1971 Portage 

High School gradu-
ate and she worked 
as a bartender, wai-
tress and caretaker, 
and was very proud 
of her license she 
earned to be a beau-
tician. On Nov. 19, 
1988, Yarbrough 
married the love of 
her life, Larry Yar-
brough in Merrill-
ville, Ind. She will be 
remembered as a 
loving wife, mother, 
grandmother, sister 
and friend. 

Surviving are her 
husband, Larry Yar-
brough of Salem; a 
s t e p d a u g h t e r , 
Wendy (Stan) Sech 
of Valparaiso; two 
grandchildren, Aus-
tin and Olivia Sech; 
four sisters, Patri-
cia, Loretta, Effie 
and Peggy; and 
many other loving 
family members and 
friends. 

She was preceded 
in death by three 
sons, Adam Hutch-
inson, Barry Yar-
brough: a brother, 
Truman; and a 
sister, Betty. 

A memorial visita-
tion  will be held 
from 4-8 p.m., Wed-
nesday, March 29 in 
the chapel of  Boyd 
Funeral Directors 
and Cremation Serv-
ices.  
Paid obituary 

 

Newcom 
James Edward 

Newcom, 77, of Mar-
ion, died Saturday, 
March 18, 2023 at 
St. Thomas Midtown 
Hospital in Nash-
ville.   He 
was an 
Army vet-
eran of the 
V i e t n a m 
War.   

Surviving 
are two children, 
Tanya Newcom of 

Marion and Missy 
(Jeff) Farrand of 
Newburgh, Ind.; four 
grandchildren, Katie 
Houghland, Hilary 
Farrand, Jimmy 
Crider and Harley 
Mullen; six great-
grandchildren, Abel, 
Axton and Becca 
Houghland and 
Nova Lee and Dallas 
Crider. 

He was preceded 
in death by his wife, 
Kay Newcom; his 
parents, Austin and 
Lucille Newcom; and 
a brother, Robert 
Newcom. 

Services are at 1 
p.m., Thursday 
March 23 at Gilbert 
Funeral Home in 
Marion with burial 
in Dycusburg Ceme-
tery.  The family will 
receive visitors from 
5-8 p.m., Wednes-
day and from 9 a.m., 
until service time 
Thursday at the fu-
neral home. 

White 
William Rodney 

White, 75, of Eddy-
ville, died Sunday, 
March 19, 2023 at 
his home. 

White was a 
member of New Be-
thel Baptist Church. 
He had been an ac-
tive member of the 
Eddyville Fire De-
partment and the 
Lyon County Rescue 
Squad. He was a 
former Executive 
Vice President of the 
Bank of Lyon 
County. His law en-
forcement years in-
cluded time spent as 
a deputy sheriff 
under his dad, Sher-
iff Bill White and as 
a deputy under 

Sheriff Rudy Hig-
gins. He also served 
as a deputy jailer. 
He went on to be-
come a Kentucky 
Water Patrol Officer 
on Kentucky Lake, 
which he called his 
dream job. When the 
state merged Water 
Patrol into Fish and 
Wildlife, he became 
a conservation and 
boating officer. As a 
Water Patrol Officer, 
he taught boating 
safety in several 
area middle schools.  

Surviving are his 
wife of 54 years, 
Karen Crisp White; 
two sons, Brent 
(Holly) White of Ed-
dyville and Shane 
White of Columbus, 
Ohio; two grandchil-
dren, Avery and 
Easton of Eddyville; 
and several cousins. 
He was preceded in 
death by his par-
ents, William S. 

“Bill” White and Ra-
chel Dorroh White. 

Services are at 2 
p.m., Thursday, 
March 23 at Lake-
land Funeral Home 
in Eddyville with 
Bro. Jeremy Short 
and Gary Watkins 
officiating.  Visita-
tion will be from 11 
a.m., until the fu-
neral hour on 
Thursday at Lake-
land. 

Burial will be in 
the New Bethel 
Cemetery in Lyon 
County. Memorial 
contributions may 
be made to New Be-
thel Cemetery, 1808 
US 641 N, Eddyville, 
Kentucky 42038. 
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demolition later this 
year. Building a new 
mul t i -mi l l i on-do l la r 
justice center in its 
place will take consid-
erable time. 

“We’ve looked at the 
security and custodial 
issues. We want to 
offer this option to our 
citizens so they can 
continue to have their 
legal services here in 
our community,” she 
told the city council at 
its regular meeting 
earlier this week. 

Browning said the 
city will ask the AOC to 
replace a crippled 
HVAC unit and up-
grade sound and video 
systems in the council 
chambers. Those up-
grades would have 
lasting benefits for city 
hall, Browning said. 

She was scheduled 
to meet with AOC offi-
cials this week to con-
tinue negotiations. 

Loosening Marion’s 
water conservation 
order will require some 
direction from the Ken-
tucky Division of 
Water, but plans are 
being discussed and it 
appears the mayor 
could make a final an-

nouncement any day 
about what the new 
order will look like. 
The conservation order 
was originally enacted 
last spring by former 
Mayor Jared Byford 
and codified by city or-
dinance. It was 
bumped up to the 
highest level (Stage 3) 
as a summer drought 
heightened Marion’s 
water crisis.  

“We need some nor-
malcy around here,” 
and this is one thing 
we can do by just 
using some common 
sense and continuing 
to conserve. We just 
need to know that if 
things change we 
could be right back to 
level three.” 

Browning and Tim 
Thomas, the city’s 
water crisis consult-
ant, said Marion’s raw 

water supply is strong 
right now. Marion has 
been self-sufficient in 
making its own drink-
ing water the past few 
weeks, Thomas said. 
The city has not been 
buying water from 
Crittenden-Livingston 
Water District because 
the Old City Lake and 
Lake George, although 
still leaking, is holding 
sufficient amounts of 
raw water.  

The mayor said plans 
are to keep pressing 
general water conser-
vation but to remove 
restrictions that cur-
rently prohibit activ-
ities such as car 
washing, irrigating and 
watering plants, land-
scapes and gardens 
and to remove restric-
tions that affect res-
taurants. 

During its March 13 
meeting, Livingston 
County Board of Educa-
tion recognized North 
Livingston Elementary’s 
third-place finish in the 
district Governor’s Cup 
competition. Students 
present for the rec-
ognition were Eden Cren-
shaw, Colton Murray, 
Jessie Hillard and Allie 
Vincent.  

March LiveRED Staff 
Recipient Heather Felan 
was also recognized. 
Felan was serving as a 
bus driver for the school 
district when the need 
arose to add custodial 
staff. She was willing to 
jump into that role at 
NLES. School officials 
say she has a can-do, go-
getter attitude and is 
doing a fantastic job in 
both roles.  

During the LiveRED re-
port, it was shared that 
the School Resource Of-
ficers and bus drivers 
were recognized during 
the month of February 
on their respective na-
tional appreciation days. 
At SLES, the academic 
team competed in the re-
gional Governor’s Cup 

and placed second out of 
14 schools. At LCMS, 
students had an oppor-
tunity to go on two field 
trips. Sixth graders ex-
plored Discovery Park 
and seventh graders en-
joyed a trip to Mammoth 
Cave.  

At LCHS, Brock Culp 
and Alex Rittenberry 
competed in the regional 
Skills USA in Madison-
ville. Culp came in third 
and Rittenberry fourth in 
welding. It was also 
noted that LCHS’s Jo-
shua Turner had the 
privilege of serving as a 
page in the House of Rep-
resentatives. He and his 
parents got a tour of the 
House and had the op-
portunity to meet the 
governor and the luiten-
ant governor. Finally, it 
was noted that LCHS 
basketball teams 
wrapped up their sea-
sons with three girls and 
two boys making the all-
district teams, and Vic-
toria Joiner and Logan 
Wring added all-region 
team honors to their ac-
complishments.  

Meinschein reported 
that the guaranteed 

energy savings project is 
going on across the dis-
trict doing weatherization 
around window seals and 
doors and updating the 
new controls for HVAC 
systems. Meinschein an-
nounced that the ad-
dress for the new board 
office will be 840 Cutoff 
Rd., Smithland, KY 
42081.  

In the finance depart-
ment, it was reported 
that the district has 
earned a total of 
$87,374.29 in interest 
from the district’s three 
project accounts.  It was 
also reported that all 
credit cards have been 
moved to Farmers Bank.  

The board also ap-
proved the following: 

•Livingston Central 
High School Graduation 
date of 7 p.m., May 19 
which is also the last day 
of school.  

•Contracting for a 
bank depository for 
Farmers Bank. The de-
pository will have a floor 
of 1 percent and a ceiling 
of 4 percent. The interest 
at the current rate could 
provide the district an 
additional $10,000 a 

month.  
•Selected Terry Croft 

as the contractor on the 
septic repair bid at the 
north campus.  

•Payments to CMS Ar-
chitects, MP Lawson and 
Performance Services for 
current facility projects.  

The next board meet-

ing is scheduled for 6 
p.m., April 10 at Living-
ston County Middle 
School. 

Editor’s note: Using spell-
ing and punctuation as 
written by students, The Crit-
tenden Press is publishing a 
series of winning essays 
penned by Crittenden 
County Elementary School 
students who wrote the es-
says during “I Love My 
School” Week at CCES in 
January. 
BY MELA KATE PENN 
Most heartfelt 

I love my school be-
cause every one here is 
so sweet and kind. I love 
my school because the 
specils teachers help us 
learn about books, and 
getting healthy, sience, 
music, art.  

Another reason why I 
love my school is because 
all of my teachers are so 
kind and fun! 

Another reason why I 
love my school is because 
the lunch ladies are so 
kind and helpful to ev-
eryone because they feed 
us every single day and 
they don’t have to. 

All of the learning that 
our teachers give us pre-
pare us for the future 
when we won’t have the 
teachers anymore.  

Another reason why I 
love my school is because 
almost everyone is good 
in this school and for our 
reward we get a compli-
ment or a rise ticket and 
every kid probably wants 
one and they are so aw-
some. 

Another reason is the 
cosdodians in this school 
do so much for us and 
without them our school 
would not be clean.  

Another reason is that 
the office staff help us so 
much which is also 
known as my mom, Mrs. 
Omer, Mrs. Holcome, 
and I just want to say 
thank you for everything 
and I love the princable!
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Mela Kate Penn 
4th grade

Kokedama. 
Don’t let the word in-

timidate you, but do be 
impressed by the presen-
tation. 

Dee Heimgartner, Crit-
tenden County Extension 
Agent for Agriculture and 
Natural Resources, dem-
onstrated the process of 
making a kodedama dur-
ing Saturday’s We Can 
Do It! event for women 
and girls at Fohs Hall. 

Heimgartner’s presen-
tation was a hit, as was 
most every booth and ac-
tivity available at the 
Community Arts Foun-
dation event. 

Heimgartner explained 
the difficult pronuncia-
tion and easy steps in-
volved in making, quite 
simply, a moss ball. 

A kokedama is basi-
cally a ball of soil 
wrapped in moss. Koke is 
soil and dama is moss. 

Using common potting 
soil, the kokedama (pro-
nounced coka-domma) 
serves as a living pot for 
hearty house plants like 
ferns or spider plants.  

Kokedamas, which are 
of Japanese origin and 
part of the practice of 
bonsai, are typically 
hung as a form of art. 
The kokedama also can 
be placed on a platform 
with the plant growing 
up out of the sphere. 

“I’ve made them a cou-
ple of times, sometimes 
with success, some with-

out like any gardening 
activity,” Heimgartner 
said. “Ferns work well 
and some people plant 
succulents in them, but 
because the moss helps 
the soil retain moisture, 
there can be too much 
water in them for succu-
lents.” 

Heimgartner said they 
can grow for many years 
if cared for properly. She 
recently saw one at a gar-
den show that was 40 
years old. 

Kim Vince, one of the 
organizers of Saturday’s  

event, deemed it a suc-
cess with more than 200 
people in attendance. In-
dividuals from four 
states, including Ken-
tucky, and eight cities, 
including Marion, took 

part in the arts activities. 
Vince said vendors 

were pleased with the 
turnout for sessions and 
demonstrations includ-
ing story time for kids. 

 

We Can Do It! huge success

Updates, honors given by Livingston board

Above, Dee Heimgartner 
shows the steps for mak-
ing a kokedama; while 
popsicle sticks (at right) 
are transformed into air-
planes. 



WMA is burning 
for good habitat 

 
Big Rivers Wildlife 

Management Area in 
northern Crittenden 
and southern Union 
counties will continue 
conducting prescribed 
burnings over the next 
week or so. The WMA 
began conducting con-
trolled burns last week. 

Prescribed burns are 
purposely set, con-
trolled fires under spe-
cial circumstances to 
benefit wildlife habitat. 

Heavy smoke can re-
sult from these burns. 

 

Frazer rejoins 
mining firm as 
legal counsel 

 
Marion native Tucker 

Frazer has joined 
NACCO Natural Re-
sources’ in Dallas, 
Texas as a corporate 
counsel. NACCO is an 
American 
publicly 
traded 
holding 
company 
that is in-
volved in 
mining and 
natural re-
sources businesses. 

A graduate of Crit-
tenden County High 
School, Frazer earned a 
bachelor’s degree at 
the University of Ken-
tucky  in mining engi-
neering and graduated 
from Southern 
Methodist University in 
2021 as part of its law 
and master’s dual de-
gree program between 
the Cox School of Busi-
ness and the Dedman 
School of Law. 

During law school, 
Frazer worked with 
NACCO company North 
American Coal as a 
legal intern. He most 
recently worked as an 
associate at Landrum & 
Shouse LLP in Louisville 
where he represented 
insurance companies in 

civil litigation cases. 
Frazer has also served 
as a Master Commis-
sioner for Crittenden, 
Kentucky Circuit Court 
where he managed of-
fice finances and con-
ducted judicial sales. 

Frazer is licensed to 
practice law in Kentucky 
and Texas. 

 

Clay man facing 
multiple charges 
for child sex abuse   

Kentucky State Police 
Electronic Crime Branch 
has ar-
rested 
Damien K. 
Belt, 31, of 
Clay on 
charges re-
lated to 
child sexual 
abuse and 
electronic sexual abuse 
material. 

Investigators allege 
multiple incidents of 
rape and sodomy. 
These incidents have 
supposedly been oc-
curring for over a year, 
state police said.  

In a news release, 
KSP said a search of 
Belt's electronic devices 
revealed digital evi-
dence supporting these 
allegations. As a result, 
charges were filed, in-
cluding three counts of 
unlawful transaction 
with a minor, first of-
fense; illegal sex act 
with a minor under 16; 
three counts of use of a 
minor under 16 in a 
sexual performance; 
three counts of second-
degree rape and three 
counts of second-de-
gree sodomy; 33 
counts of distribution 
of matter portraying a 
minor in a sexual per-
formance under 12 
years old; 33 counts of 
possession of matter 
portraying a minor in a 
sexual performance 
under 12 years old; and 
two counts of promot-
ing a minor under 16 in 
a sexual performance. 

Belt was arrested as 
the result of an under-
cover Internet Crimes 
Against Children inves-
tigation. He is being 
held in Webster County 
Detention Center on a 
$250,000 bond. 

The KSP Electronic 

Crime Branch began the 
investigation after dis-
covering the suspect 
sharing images of child 
sexual exploitation on-
line. A search warrant 
was executed at a resi-
dence in Clay on March 
14. Equipment used to 
facilitate the alleged 
crimes was seized and 
taken to KSP’s forensic 
laboratory for examina-
tion. The investigation 
is ongoing. 

 

Class favorites 
chosen at CCHS  

Students at Critten-
den County High School 
are voting this week on 
senior superlatives.  

Last week, the un-
derclassmen voted for 
Class Favorites and the 
following were selected: 

9th Grade: Zoey 
Hodge and Che' Camp-
bell. 

10th Grade: Madisyn 
Switzer and Kamyon 
Young. 

11th Grade: Bailey 
Williams and Tanner 
Crawford. 

 

Military history 
focus at D’Park 

 
 Discovery Park of 

America is hosting its 
annual Military History 
and Armed Forces Sym-
posium on Friday, April 
28, and Saturday, April 
29. 

The event will feature 
a variety of programs 
and interactive activi-
ties that explore the 
past, present and future 
of the American mili-
tary. All active military 
service members, vet-
erans and their guests 
will receive free admis-
sion to Discovery Park 
during both days of this 
event. 

Sponsored by Dixie 
Gun Works, the Military 
History and Armed 
Forces Symposium fea-
tures presentations 
from special guests, 
static and active mili-
tary equipment, vehicle 
demonstrations and 
gallery talks. Guests will 
also experience histori-
cal interpreters and liv-
ing historians 
throughout the mu-
seum and park. 
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10 YEARS AGO 
March 21, 2013 
n Crittenden County Elementary 
School’s Arts Extravaganza featured 
second-graders who performed a rib-
bon dance to Lee Greenwood’s “God 
Bless the U.S.A.” Among this group 
were Preston Sisco, Lyli Wesmolan, 
Collin Epley and Hailey McCann.  
n The Diabetes Support Group of 
Marion observed National Nutrition 
Month at its March meeting at the 
Crittenden County Extension Office. 
Lori Jennings, executive sales pro-
fessional for Sanofi Diabetes, gave a 
speech about eating healthy, exercis-
ing and explained the latest technol-
ogy in insulin pins. Attending the 
celebration were Nancy Hunt, 
Frances Teer, Micki Crider and Fay 
Carol Crider.   
n Crittenden County High School’s 
band received several honors in both 
the district and the state. Making the 
All-District Band for CCHS were Pey-
ton Guess, Kaci Beard, Jamie Needs, 
Terra Williams, Ellen Merrick, Mallory, 
Eubanks, Darrin Paris, Hayden Mc-
Connell, Micah Holeman, Sara Wat-
son and Dylan Doyle. Most of these 
students also made the Quad State 
high school band as well.  
n The new U.S. 60 Ledbetter bridge 
opening was delayed by a couple of 
months. Crossing the Tennessee 
River into Paducah continued to be a 
headache to travelers, as well as 
people who thought it would be com-
pleted in the next couple of weeks. 
The bridge was still ahead of sched-
ule to be opened earlier than it was 
originally planned; however, the 
bridge is now predicted to not be fully 

functioning until mid-summer. 
n The University of Kentucky missed 
out on being included in the NCAA 
Tournament. As consolation, they 
took the 1 seed in the 32-team Na-
tional Invitational Tournament. While 
playing an 8 seed, Robert Morris, the 
Cats lost their opportunity to make it 
to the finals in an upset 59-57. This 
loss ended a frustrating season for 
Big Blue backers.  

25 YEARS AGO 
March 26, 1998    
n First-and-second-grade students at 
Crittenden County Elementary enter-
tained their friends and family in a 
production of Old MacDonald Had A 
Farm. The performance included 
songs, skits and dances. Some stu-
dents were scarecrows in Mac’s gar-
den, while others were flowers or 
bees. Some of the students featured 
in the production included Jackie 
Fletcher as a busy bee, and Kaitlyn 
Williams, Lashaya Murray and Chad 
Bell who were all flowers.  
n Items valued at more than $300, 
including a large picture of Christ, 
were stolen from Cave Springs Bap-
tist Church on a Monday night. Police 
opened an investigation where they 
found leads that took them to Jimmy 
Fox of Marion. In Fox’s truck, the 
stolen items were recovered. At the 
time, the church had yet to press 
charges, and the investigation contin-
ued.  
n The Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District held its annual awards 
dinner where three youngsters were 
recognized. Among this group was 
Andrea LeFan, winner of the Jim 
Claypool Poster Contest; Cory Child, 

winner of the essay contest; and Alli-
son Wesmoland, winner of the Soil 
Judging Award.  
n Crittenden County High School 
showcased its Track and Field mem-
bers who were under the guidance of 
Angela Starnes. Members of the 
team included Chrystal Campbell, 
Andie Turley, Tabi Morris, Jodi Martin, 
Jennifer Brasher, Shelly Johnson, 
Carrie Roberts, Ashley Turley, Amy 
Collins, Lydia Roberts, Josh Brown, 
Brad Madden, Jerimiah Rushing, Allie 
Turley, Nathan Howton, Justin Hill, 
Adam Young, Greg Belt and Schuyler 
Powell.  

50 YEARS AGO 

March 29, 1973 
n The Walk-a-thon committee met to 
discuss a potential “walk for the 
dimes” campaign to raise money for 
the March of Dimes Organization. 
This organization focuses on critical 
issues affecting moms and babies 
from prematurity and other health 
problems. This committee was com-
posed of seven individuals including 
Brenda Bynum, Betty Cruce, Eddie 
Cruce, Sara Cruce, Shanan Travis, 
Ronnie Hughes and Ann Greenwell.  
n David Lewis Rolston and his 
grandson Jimmy Rogers caught a 14 
¼ pound catfish on the Rolston farm 
Monday morning. The fish measured 
32½ inches in length and was caught 
with worms.  
n The Marsh Music Company moved 
to a new building on 200 Sturgis 
Road in Marion. It placed an adver-
tisement in the Crittenden Press to 
encourage viewers to visit the studio 
for musical and stereo supplies, as 
well as instruments. It also an-
nounced the start of guitar lessons 
and private lessons for both the piano 
and organ. 
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Another $22,500 is 
being sought by a local 
agency to modernize and 
preserve permanent 
records dating as far 
back as the 19th century. 

Crittenden County 
Clerk's Office has sub-
mitted a grant applica-
tion to the Kentucky 
Department for Libraries 
and Archives (KDLA) 
Local Records Program 
for several projects to fur-
ther carry out duties of 
county records manage-
ment. Two years ago, the 
office was awarded al-
most $30,000 to digitize 
about 59,000 pages of 
deed and marriage 
records and securely mi-
crofilm thousands more 
pages. 

"County clerks through 
the years have done a 
fabulous job of maintain-
ing, preserving and mod-
ernizing Crittenden 
County records," said 
County Clerk Daryl 
Tabor.  

In this most recent 
grant request submitted 
to KDLA, Tabor has ap-
plied for funds for fire-
proof cabinets to better 
store estate filings and 
election records. A digital 
scanner included in the 
proposal would also allow 
staff to back-scan 
records as time allows to 
achieve new legislative 
mandates for digital ac-
cess to records. Addition-
ally, microfilming more 
records would preserve 
mortgage, power of attor-
ney and plat records and 
offer a backup held off-
site with KDLA. 

But the most ambitious 
part of the plan included 
in the grant is to digitize 
another 4,800 or so 
records, including power 
of attorney papers dating 
to the 1940s and more 

than two dozen plats not 
yet digitized, which 
would make all plats 
available in electronic 
format. 

"Another effort is to 
digitize election results 
and minutes of the local 
election commission from 
1898 to 2020," explains 
Tabor. "This is not neces-
sarily required by new 
mandates, but we take 
very seriously our job of 
preserving important 
records. Elections are a 
vital part of local history." 

The county clerk's of-
fice also uses its own 
money to carry out duties 
as the repository of local 
records. In the last two 
years, Tabor has used 
money collected in the of-
fice to digitize, microfilm 
and better store recorded 
instruments.  

Last year, the office 
also spent more than 
$65,000 to purchase 
new, high-density shelv-
ing for its eventual home 
in the new county office 
complex. 

 

County clerk seeking funds 
for records modernization 

Local FCCLA has 
regional officers  

Crittenden County 
High School FCCLA 
members have been 
elected to regional offices. 

They are Keira Chaney, 
vice president of peer ed-
ucation; Brianna Walker, 
vice president of individ-
ual programs; and Mar-
ley Phelps, vice president 
of competitive events. 
Phelps’ position also en-
sures that Crittenden 
County will be hosting 
Regional Star events next 
fall. 

 

FFA team shows 
well at Lyon event 

 
Crittenden County’s 

FFA chapter had a good 
showing at Regional 
Speaking Day last week 
at Lyon County. Results 
were as follows:  

Caden DeBoe, Superior 
1st Ag Mech; Cutter and 
Cash Singleton, Superior 
1st Talent; Karsyn Potter, 
Superior 3rd horse; 
Madison Walker, Supe-
rior 3rd creed; Gracie 
Orr, Superior Fruits and 
Vegetables; Gavin 
Grimes, Superior Goat 
and Sheep; Mollie Blaz-
ina, Superior Floral; 
Avery Belt, Superior 
Small Animal; Chloe 
Rushing, Excellent Ex-
temporaneous; and 
Logan Williams-King, Ex-
cellent Crop. 

The Crittenden County 
Middle School Opening 
Ceremonies Team was 
judged superior.
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Pain is noisy. It demands 
attention and it will be 
heard. It disrupts think-
ing and curtails 
activity. I hope 
it is not saying 
too much to say 
that I am writ-
ing this through 
the fog of sci-
atica that kept 
me awake all 
night. Physical 
pain makes me 
grumpy. I don’t 
complain so 
much as grum-
ble and want to 
be left alone. I 
get frustrated 
and cannot fo-
cus. Some pain 
simply must be 
tolerated and 
managed.

Physical pain makes one 
type of noise. There is also 
relational, emotional, grief, 
or spiritual pain. Each 
type carries its own special 
song of noise, and it is al-
ways disruptive.  It makes 
life seem too busy when 
it shouldn’t be. It makes 
it impossible for us to see 
or hear things that are 
important. It causes us to 
respond to others in ways 
that make us feel badly 
about later.

Ignoring pain does no 
good. It rarely gets better 
without some effort from 
us. Wounds require care, 

infections need medicine, 
symptoms need to be rec-
ognized and treated. To-

day I am think-
ing about the 
amount of noise 
in the Bible that 
is associated 
with pain. The 
way to deal with 
the pain is to 
pay attention to 
the noise and 
address it.

One of the 
earliest exam-
ples of pain in 
Old Testament 
is the pain of 
the “ground” 
after Cain mur-
dered his broth-
er. From the 
very beginning 
we learn that 

Cain’s misplaced pain of 
rejection (the why doesn’t 
matter here) caused him to 
commit a horri昀c act. That 
act made the very ground 
“cry out” so that God heard 
it. 

Throughout the story of 
the Old Testament, we read 
dozens of times that people 
were in pain because of 
slavery or oppression from 
an enemy. They cried out 
in pain and God heard and 
(usually) delivered them. 
This is the story of the Exo-
dus and a recurring theme 
in Judges.

Job suffered a terri昀c 

amount of grief, and the 
noise was overwhelming. 
In Job’s case the noise 
was silence (Job 2:12-13) 
followed by weeping, “And 
when they saw him from 
afar, they did not recognize 
him; and they raised their 
voices and wept; and they 
rent their robes and sprin-
kled dust upon their heads 
toward heaven. And they 
sat with him on the ground 
seven days and seven 
nights, and no one spoke a 
word to him, for they saw 
that his suffering was very 
great.”

Listen to the response of 
the pain of hearing God’s 
word read during a time 
of national repentance in 
Ezra 8:8-13. “And they 
read from the book, from 
the law of God, clearly; and 
they gave the sense, so that 
the people understood the 
reading. And Nehemiah, 
who was the governor, and 
Ezra the priest and scribe, 
and the Levites who taught 
the people said to all the 
people, ‘This day is holy 
to the LORD your God; do 
not mourn or weep.’ For all 
the people wept when they 
heard the words of the law. 
Then he said to them, ‘Go 
your way, eat the fat and 
drink sweet wine and send 
portions to him for whom 
nothing is prepared; for 
this day is holy to our Lord; 
and do not be grieved, for 

the joy of the LORD is your 
strength.’ So the Levites 
stilled all the people, say-
ing, ‘Be quiet, for this day 
is holy; do not be grieved’.”

Peter denied that he 
knew Jesus three times. 
The noise and pain of that 
event stayed with him until 
Jesus talked to him on the 
beach in John 21:15-25. 
What is remarkable about 
this reconciliation is that 
it is the last event record-
ed in the John’s Gospel – 
what a gift given to Peter by 
“the disciple whom Jesus 
loved.” 

Paul, no doubt, experi-
enced the pain of being a 
persecutor of the church 
before he met the risen 
Jesus on the road to Da-
mascus. He knew he was 
forgiven, but hints of this 
pain can be seen in the 
letters he wrote to church-
es to help them deal with 
their pains of division, dif昀-
cult questions, and sel昀sh 
teachers. Jesus and Jere-
miah wept over Jerusalem. 

Pain of all varieties 
makes noise in our lives. It 
is up to us to decide to deal 
with it. And it is also worth 
remembering that we all 
carry some of this noise 
with us everywhere. It can 
be forgiven, it can fade over 
time, it can be managed or 
eliminated – but the scars 
are always there. Be pa-
tient with yourself and oth-

ers.
Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 

minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 

degree in ministry. You
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

The noise of pain is always disruptive

We can live confidently when God’s love is in us
ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor
Question: I fear others 

wouldn’t like me if they re-
ally knew me. Down deep 
I’m not a really good person. 
How can I change who I am 
and how can I live more con-
昀dently?

Answer: If we don’t have a 
relationship with God based 
on faith in Christ, we have 
every reason to be afraid. We 
will all one day stand before 
God. Those whose name is 
not recorded in the book of 

life will face condemnation, 
punishment and death (Rev. 
20:11-15). But when we trust 
in Christ, condemnation and 
punishment are removed 
because Christ took our pun-
ishment and death upon Him-
self. God sees us through the 

昀nished work of Christ, and 
He sees us as His children. 
Therefore, His followers have 
no need to fear judgment.

The love of God is the foun-
dation on which we build our 
lives as followers of Jesus. 
His love in us gives us secu-
rity that’s only possible with 
God. When we are full of the 
love of God, there is no room 
for fear. In fact, fear and love 
are mutually exclusive. When 
we live lives full of the love of 

God, we can rest in who we 
are and have con昀dence that 
we are good people.

With Christ as our Savior 
and Lord, God takes up res-
idence in our lives and so 
does His love. Then, as we 
interact with others, we will 
give off expressions of His 
love. The love of God will 
over昀ow out of our lives into 
the lives of those around us.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

About 100 members 
of Fredonia First Baptist 
Church are sharing mov-
ing stories from the Bible 
through 昀ve performances 
of Forgiveness House.

Actors and production 
assistants will present the 
stage performance featur-
ing scenes from Genesis 
through the Resurrection 
of Christ March 29-31 and 
April 1-2.

Pastor Presley Lamm 
said this is the 昀rst time 

the church has combined 
the drama into a stage 
production. In the past, it 
has been a walk-through 
depicting various scenes 
from the Bible.

The 90-minute produc-
tion involves the youngest 
through the oldest con-
gregants and will be per-
formed on the stage at The 
Hive, which is the former 
Fredonia School gymnasi-
um.

Attendance was always 

good for the walk-through 
productions, Lamm said, 
noting the most people in 
attendance was 1,000 one 
year.

“Moving it to the stage 
allows us to do bigger stuff 
but also challenges us like 
we’re not used to,” he said.

In addition to scenes 
from the beginning of the 
Bible’s chapters of Gen-
esis, the play will include 
the birth of Christ, mira-
cles performed during his 

lifetime and of course, the 
cruci昀xion and Easter sto-
ry of the resurrection.

“We’ve come to be ac-
customed to the fact when 
you do something in Fre-
donia, people come from 
everywhere,” Lamm said. 
Seating capacity is 125 in 
The Hive.

Performance times are 
6:30 p.m., March 29; 7 
p.m., March 31; 6 p.m., 
April 1; and 2 p.m. and 
4:30 p.m., April 2.

Fredonia First Baptist set to perform Forgiveness House



Modern Day Tom Sawyer has adventures on the American Queen

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

This story is one of my 
Crittenden County Folks 
articles. They are about 
special folks that are true 
Crittenden Countians 
and have an interesting 
and unusual story to 
share. This one is about 
David May, son of Bet-
ty May and the late J. 
T. May. He now is man-
ager of the May farms 
and owns and operates a 
hunting lodge on Barnett 
Chapel Rd.   

–––
In the summer of 1997 

David and some of his 
friends were spending the 
day boating on the Ohio 
river near Dam 50 and 
Cave-in-Rock, just out for 
a good time and enjoying 
the scenery, not having 
any idea that it would be 
the starting of an adven-
ture of a lifetime. 
The impressive 
paddle wheel-
er, the American 
Queen, was on 
one her cruises 
on the river. Be-
ing adventurous 
and so near the 
beautiful boat, 
David steered his 
boat alongside 
the Queen to get 
a closer look and 
to watch the boat 
cruising along.  
As the boat went 
on down the river 
David snapped 
a one-of-a-kind 
picture of the 
rear of the boat, 
and told his buddies “I’m 
going to get a job on one 
of those paddle wheel-
ers.” His buddies, know-
ing David, just said “ah, 
sure you will” and their 
day continued on with 
their ride.

But a dream and the 
thought of a new adven-
ture had started for Da-
vid, and the next day he 
called the Delta Steam 
Boat Company and ask 
the person he talked to 
if they needed a photog-
rapher on one of their 
boats. It so happened 
that they did and he 
made arrangements for 
David to meet him in a 
week at their Cincinnati 
of昀ce for his interview. 

The man in charge 
liked David right off and 
gave him the job. David 
left two weeks later for 
New Orleans for his two 
weeks training on the 
Mississippi Queen. Be-
ing a photographer on 
the boat was much more 
than just going around 
snapping pictures. He 
had to know where to 
be when the passengers 
came on board to take 
pictures of each one as 
they walked up the gang 
plank and how to be 
friendly and helpful and 
mingle with the guests at 
all times and to take lots 
of pictures of everything 
that was going on and 
also develop all his pic-
tures himself.

David’s photography 
career started out in 1985 

when he was a senior in 
high school at Critten-
den, he was on the Rock-
et Annual staff and made 
most of the pictures for 
the annual. He went on 
to Western and studied 
photo journalism, later 
he came back home and 
was a photographer at 
the Crittenden Press with 
his friend, John Lucas, 
so he had a good back-
ground for his new pho-
tography job on the river 
boat.

When David 昀nished 
his intern training, his 
boss was impressed with 
his pictures, performance 
and work ethic so he was 
told he could pick which 
of the paddle wheelers 
he would like to work 
on.  Wanting to be on 
one of the newer boats, 

David picked 
the American 
Queen. So his 
year of adven-
tures on the 
Ohio and Mis-
sissippi rivers 
began.

–––
The Ameri-
can Queen
The larg-

est steamboat 
ever built, the 
grand Amer-
ican Queen 
is a graceful 
and elegant 
triumph of 
American in-
genuity. Built 
in 1995 as the 

third sister vessel to the 
Mississippi Queen and 
Delta Queen, the pad-
dle wheeler is a six-deck 
recreation of a classic 
Mississippi riverboat. 
She was built by McDer-
mott Shipyard, 90 miles 
west of New Orleans in 
Morgan City, La., for the 
Delta Queen Steamboat 
Company at a cost of $80 
million.  

The American Queen, 
with her bright red pad-
dle wheel, towering 昀ut-
ed stacks and abundant 
fretwork, looks as though 
she just sailed out of the 
Victorian era. Glistening 
mahogany woodwork, 
昀owery carpets, Tiffany 
glass and antiques en-
hance her interior spac-
es. 

Outside, lacy 昀ligree, a 
steam-powered calliope 
and open verandas evoke 
memories of the stately 
riverboats that preceded 
her and inspired her de-
sign.  

David got to enjoy see-
ing all this luxury plus he 
experienced the beauty 
of the interior rooms of 
the Mark Twain Gallery, 
Men’s Card Room and 
the Ladies Parlor, totally 
a walk back in time to a 
different era of life. There 

were three bars, one on 
each level, including the 
Engine Bar, Captain’s 
Bar and the Calliope Bar, 
so you could sit on the 
deck, enjoy your drink 
and watch the beautiful 
scenery as you cruised 
on the river. Another in-
teresting thing is that the 
cabins were named for 
the different ports along 
the routes that they 
would travel. David said 
there was even a Cave-In-
Rock cabin.  

The magical musical 
steam powered calliope 
was on the top deck with 
its steam pipes glisten-
ing in the sun. The cal-
liope was always played 
as the boat passed by the 
different towns and cit-
ies along the cruise and 
when it was leaving one 
of its stops or pulling into 
a port.

To be able to safely go 
underneath the bridg-
es along the way, with 
a click of a switch the 
two large 昀uted smoke 
stacks would lay down on 
deck and the pilot house 
would also drop down. 
They would miss the 
bridges by a few inches, 
and another click of the 
switch and they would 
raise back up along with 
the pilot house. 

-––
David Shares His Story

David tells that he 
worked with a crew of 
240 and a passenger list 
of 460 people. Unknown 
to us onlookers from the 
shore, the crew and en-
tertainers had their own 
quarters below the water. 
Yes, they lived their days 
on the steamer below wa-
ter and weren’t allowed 
to go on the upper decks 
during the cruises unless 
they were entertainers in 
a performance.  

David was somewhat 
in a different position, 
although he lived in the 
below quarters, in a very 
small cabin, he had of昀-
cer’s privileges as his job 
required him to meet and 
mingle with the guests. 
For these reasons he got 
to spend his time on the 
three decks above. But 
there was a stipulation 
he had to abide by – any-

time he was on deck he 
had to have a suit and tie, 
or a tux, always in formal 
dress. His work schedule 
was eight weeks on the 
boat and two weeks off. 

Always with camera in 
hand, he roamed around 
making pictures of all the 
guests enjoying them-
selves at different events 
and times of the day and 
night. One special event 
that took place on each 
cruise was the formal 
dinner evening that the 
passengers would meet 
the captain of the boat. 
The captain would be 
standing on the grand 
staircase and the passen-
gers would be introduced 
to him, and David would 
be responsible for taking 
a picture of each guest 
with the captain.  

One of the picture tak-
ing events that wasn’t 
Dave’s favorite was the 
day the passengers would 
have the opportunity to 
have their picture made 
on the top deck picking 
out a tune on the calliope. 
Even if they couldn’t play, 
the ship’s player of the 
calliope would help them 

pick out a few notes for 
their picture. Dave recalls 
that would be a wet mis-
erable day, as the calliope 
is powered by steam, as it 
was played they would be 
sprayed with the hot wa-
ter from the pipes.     

It wasn’t always a 
glamorous and fun job, 
David had all the respon-
sibility of developing and 
printing his pictures. In 
the past he had mostly 
worked with black and 
white 昀lm processing. 
The American Queen 
had its own dark room 
and state-of-the art col-
or processing equipment. 
Not used to working with 
this new equipment he 
had to do his own learn-
ing of how to operate it. 
There was an area on the 
ship that was known as 
the picture gallery, here 
after a night in the devel-
oping room, David would 
display all the days’ pic-
tures in the gallery with a 
number on each to iden-
tify it. The passages could 
pick out the pictures they 
wanted and 昀ll out a form 
with their information on 
it and the number on the 
pictures that they want-
ed. When he had the or-
ders 昀lled they would be 
put in envelopes and de-
livered to the passengers’ 
door.

During the ship’s 
cruises up and down the 
Mississippi and Ohio riv-
ers, from New Orleans 
to Pittsburgh and all the 
sites along the way, Da-
vid was able to get off 
the boat and make some 
pictures of some special 
places that they docked. 
If you could see his pic-
tures you would know he 
mastered the color pro-
cessing equipment really 
well. He has some beau-
tiful pictures of historic 
sights in New Orleans, 
Oak Alley Plantation, as 

well as other beautiful 
plantations, sites along 
the Civil War river tour, 
Natchez, and the St. Lou-
is Arch to name a few. 
One of his most unique 
pictures was made at St. 
Louis near the arch. Just 
by chance three of the 
popular paddle-wheel-
er boats, the Mississippi 
Queen, the Delta Queen 
and the American Queen 
were all docked in front 
of the arch. David was 
taken up in a helicopter 
to take a picture of this 
spectacular sight. His 
picture was spot-on and 
made good advertisement 
for the company. You can 
see these pictures next 
month as they will be on 
display in the Crittenden 
County History Museum 
when we open for the 
season on April 5.

The end of David’s days 
on the American Queen 
came unexpectedly as 
they were docked in New 
Orleans and the captain 
of the boat sent David a 
message telling him his 
family had contacted him 
to let him know that his 
father, J.T. May, was in 
a  Nashville hospital un-
dergoing a triple heart 
bypass and he needed to 
come there. David said he 
threw his things together 
and headed for Nashville 
and his family, and he 
never went back.  

–––
David May, thank you 

for sharing just some of 
your sights and adven-
tures on the American 
Queen with us.   

  
(Brenda Underdown is 

chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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A photo taken of the American Queen by David May on a 
summer day in 1997 led him on a new adventure.

May standing on the deck 
of the American Queen 
ready to start his job of pic-
ture taking.

Kentucky State Board of Elections offers to voters an online
portal at GoVote.ky.gov from Saturday, April 1 to Tuesday, May
2 in order to allow requests for a mail-in absentee ballot for the
Primary Election. This is for voters who will be unable to ballot
in person during the election period, and voters must attest to
their reason for being unable to vote in person. Ballots may also
be requested during the same period by contacting Crittenden
County Clerk’s Office during regular business hours at 270-
965-3403. Be prepared with your Social Security number.

This notice is given pursuant to Kentucky statutes

REQUESTING A MAIL-IN EXCUSED

ABSENTEE BALLOT
GoVote.ky.gov

24/7 online portal to request absentee ballot
Saturday, April 1 to Tuesday, May 2

E L E C T I O N  N O T I C E

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! 
Email dbrantpc@tds.net 
and request a video link 
that hopefully will change 
your mind.
n Salem Baptist Celebrate 
Recovery meets Monday’s 
at 5:30 p.m. with a meal 
at 6 p.m., at 209 Highland 
Street, opposite side of 
the building from the Thrift 
Store.
n The clothes closet at 
Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
each Monday.
n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of the 
church.  
n The Clothes Closet of the 
First Baptist Church in Fre-
donia is open to serve the 
area with free clothes. The 
Clothes Closet is operated 
from 1-3 p.m. each Thurs-
day. The Clothes Closet will 
be closed in case of rain.
n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon 
on the second and fourth 
Saturday of every month.
n First Baptist Church of 
Fredonia food pantry is 
open from to 3 p.m. the third 
Thursday of each month in 
Coleman Hall of the church.

Community 
Events & News



for sale
New men’s XL heavy camo 
coveralls with hoods; 3 Ca-
bellas, one Browning. Selling 
below retail due to health and 
weight loss. (270) 333-4638. 
(1t-12-p)
La-Z-Boy love seat, tan, 
brown and sage green, 
$350; antique oriental wool 
rugs, Surya 8x11 olive and 
rust; Karastan 10x10 wine, 
blue and cream. All in great 
condition. (270) 333-4638. 
(1t-12-p)

agriculture
Retired police of昀cer and vet-
eran living in Eddyville, Ky., 
seeking hunting rights. Will 
respect your land and willing 
to share game. (270) 388-
4992. (4t-15-p)

employment
Now hiring a certi昀ed Die-
sel Mechanic. Needs to be 
knowledgeable in passen-
ger, light truck, agricultural 
& semi applications. Hourly 
wages based on experience. 
Applicants must have own 
transportation, valid drivers 
license & be drug free. Ap-
ply at Rocket Tire in person 
Monday through Friday 7-5. 
(4t-12-p)
$16.20 MINIMUM WAGE!!  
SIGN-ON BONUSES FOR 
MOST POSITIONS!!  Ear-
le C. Clements Job Corps 
Academy is seeking employ-
ees. We offer a competitive 
salary, bene昀ts package, 
and advancement opportu-
nities.  MTC is an equal op-
portunity employer-Minority/
Female/Disabled/Veteran. 
To view current openings,  
view quali昀cations, and ap-
ply, please visit our website: 
www.mtcjobs.com “Building 
Tomorrow’s Futures Today” 
(4t-13-c)
COMPANY PAID BENEFITS 
FOR EMPLOYEES!! $16.45 
PER HOUR AND A $2000 
SIGN-ON BONUS FOR 
RESIDENTIAL ADVISORS!!  
Earle C. Clements Job Corps 
Academy is seeking residen-
tial advisors for nights and 
overnights. R. A.’s have em-
ployee company paid health, 
dental, and vision insurance 
plus sick, vacation, and 12 
paid holidays. MTC is an 
equal opportunity employ-
er-Minority/Female/Disabled/
Veteran. To view current 
openings,  view quali昀ca-
tions, and apply, please visit 
our website: www.mtcjobs.
com (4t-13-p)
LABORERS NEEDED IM-
MEDIATELY! Full-time local 
positions, 1st & 2nd shift po-
sitions available now!  Good 
starting wage $14 or more 
based on skill & experience. 
Must pass background & 
drug screen.  Apply at Liberty 
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 60 
West, Marion KY or email 
resume to hmaloney@liber-
tytire.com. Call for more info 
270-965-3613. Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer.  (tfc)

services
Janey Chandler Heidrich will 
sit with the elderly. (270) 836-
3463. (4t-15-p)
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 724-
4672, Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (12t-24-p)

notice
Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auction 
etc. in this newspaper plus 83 
other Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah Sun, 
Kentucky New Era (Hop-
kinsville), The Sturgis News, 
The (Princeton) Times Lead-
er, The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The Hen-
derson Gleaner, The Living-
ston Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and for 
only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call 
for all! For more information, 
contact the classi昀ed depart-
ment at (270) 965-3191 or 
email us at advertising@the-
press.com.

legal notice
Notice is hereby given that on 
March 15, 2023 Charles Wat-
son of 174 Loop Road, Mari-
on, Ky. 42064 was appointed 
executor of Myrle Lonette 
Dunning, deceased, whose 
address was 529 East Bell-
ville St., Marion, Ky. 42064. 
Bart Frazer, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are here-

by noti昀ed to present the 
same properly proven as re-
quired by law to the Critten-
den Co. Circuit Court Clerk 
before the 15th day of May, 
2023 and all claims not so 
proven and presented by that 
date shall be forever barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call and 
settle said debts immediately. 
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk (1t-12-c)
Cooper Towing of Mari-
on is hereby notifying Tif-
fany D. Willingham that a 
2002 Chevrolet Suburban 
C1500 with a Vin# of 3GN-
FK16Z12G215019 will be 
sold March 31, 2023  to re-
cover towing and storage 
fees. Vehicle was picked up 
on Clark Street in Marion on 
12-31-22. (3t-12-p)
Cooper Towing of Marion is 
hereby notifying Janet Brown 
of 121 W. Central Ave., Mar-
ion, that a 2014 Dodge Du-
rango with a Vin# of 1C4RD-
HDG2EC58998 and Plate# 
IAMHIS will be sold March 
31, 2023  to recover towing 
and storage fees. Vehicle 
was picked up on South Main 
Street in Marion, on Feb. 3, 
2023. (3t-13-p) 

bid notices
The Crittenden County Fire 
Department will be accept-
ing sealed bids for a 1992 
Seagrave Custom Pumper 
Tanker, 2,250 Gallon Poly 
Tank and Waterous 1,500 
GPM pump until April 3 at 7 
p.m. Bids may be mailed to 
“Pumper-Tanker Bid”, P.O. 
Box 324, Marion, Ky. 42064.
You may view the apparatus 
in person at the Crittenden 
County Fire Department lo-
cated at 275 Industrial Drive, 
Marion, Ky. You can contact 
Chief Scott Hurley at (254) 
247-9222. This apparatus is 
still in service.
The Crittenden County Fire 
Department reserves the 
right to accept all or to reject 
any/all bids. (2t-12-p)
The Crittenden County Fire 
Department will be accepting 
sealed bids for a 1997 Stain-
less Steel Tank, 2,000 gallon 
capacity until April 3 at 7 p.m. 
Bids may be mailed to “Tank 
Bid”, P.O. Box 324, Marion, 
Ky. 42064.
You may view the tank in per-
son at the Crittenden County 
Fire Department located at 
275 Industrial Drive, Marion, 
Ky. You can contact Chief 
Scott Hurley at (254) 247-
9222.
The Crittenden County Fire 
Department reserves the 
right to accept all or to reject 
any/all bids. (2t-12-p)

statewides
ANIMALS/PETS

Are you a pet owner? Do you 
want to get up to 100% back on 
Vet Bills? Physicians Mutual In-
surance Company has pet cov-
erage that can help! Call 1-844-
770-5259 to get a free quote or 
visit insurebarkmeow.com/kypa

CABLE/UTILITIES

Cable Price Increase Again? 
Switch To DIRECTV & Save 
+ get a $100 visa gift card! 
Get More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions apply. Call 
Now! 844-959-4732
Get DIRECTV for $84.99/mo 
for 24 months with CHOICE 
Package. NEW 2 YEAR PRICE 
GUARANTEE. First 3 months 
of HBO Max, Cinemax, Show-
time, Starz and Epix included! 
Directv is #1 in Customer Sat-
isfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) 
Some restrictions apply. Call 
1-866-292-5435
DIRECTV Stream - Carries 
the Most Local MLB Games! 
CHOICE Package, $89.99/
mo for 12 months. Stream on 
20 devices in your home at 
once. HBO Max included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Package or 
higher.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restrictions 
apply. Call IVS 1-888-340-6138
DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $64.99/mo For 24 
mos, Free Installation!  165+ 
Channels Available.  Call Now 
For The Most Sports & Enter-
tainment On TV!  855-695-7008
Dish Network: Only from Dish- 3 
year TV Price Guarantee! 99% 
Signal Reliability, backed by 
guarantee. Includes Multi-Sport 
with NFL Redzone. Switch and 
Get a FREE $100 Gift Card. 
Call today! 1-855-633-4574

CELLULAR

Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and data. 
No contract and no hidden 
fees. Unlimited talk and text 
with 昀exible data plans. Premi-
um nationwide coverage. 100% 
U.S. based customer service. 
Limited time offer get $50 off 
on any new account. Use code 
GIFT50. For more information, 
call 1-833-353-2982

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Attention all homeowners in 
jeopardy of Foreclosure? We 
can help stop your home from 
foreclosures. The Foreclosure 
Defense helpline can help save 
your home. The Call is abso-
lutely free. 1-855-685-9465
Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Ex-
perts Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 855-977-4979

HOME IMPROVEMENT         

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest last-
ing material – steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! Limit-
ed Time Offer - $500 Discount 
+ Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-888-306-0302
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME with 
energy ef昀cient new windows! 
They will increase your home’s 
value & decrease your energy 
bills. Replace all or a few! Call 
now to get your free, no-obliga-
tion quote. 833-442-1714
Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. Plus 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-866-329-2415
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  
Call 1-866-574-9040.
Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE show-
er package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539

HOME SERVICES

Vivint. Smart security. Profes-
sionally installed. One con-
nected system for total peace 
of mind. FREE professional 
installation! Four FREE months 
of monitoring! Call now to cus-
tomize your system. 1-888-609-
0373
Trouble hearing your TV? Try 
TV EARS’ Voice Clarifying 
Wireless TV Speaker. Better 
than a soundbar and/or turning 
the TV volume way up. Special, 
limited time $50 off offer. Call 
TV Ears. Use code MBSP50. 
Call 1-866-472-1764
Prepare for power outages to-
day with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money 
Down + Low Monthly Pay-
ment Options Request a FREE 
Quote – Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-688-
8576
The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your re-
liance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-844-499-0041

IRS HELP

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? 
Stop wage & bank levies, liens 
& audits, un昀led tax returns, 
payroll issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 855-977-2847 
(Hours:  Mon-Fri 7am-5pm)
Need IRS Relief? $10K - 
$125K+? Get Fresh Start or 
Forgiveness‎ Call 1-866-533-
1701 Monday through Friday 
7AM-5PM PST

INTERNET OFFERS

FREE high speed internet for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of se-
lect programs incl. Medicaid, 
SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Bene昀ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 
15 GB internet service. Bonus 
offer: Android tablet FREE with 
one-time $20 copay. Free ship-
ping & handling. Call Maxsip 
Telecom today! 1-888-335-
0109
Choose EarthLink Fiber Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no 
data caps, no throttling. Pric-
es starting at $54.95. Plus, a 
$100 gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-833-974-
4780RNET OFFERS
HughesNet Satellite Internet 
–Call Today for speeds up to 
25mbps as low as $59.99/mo! 
Finally, no hard data limits! $75 
gift card, terms apply. 1-866-
481-29844G 
4G LTE Home Internet Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus take 
your service with you when 
you travel! As low as $109.99/
mo! 1-877-706-4439

INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-900-7392 www.
dental50plus.com/26 #6258
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No med-
ical exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and 
other 昀nal expenses. Call Phy-
sicians Life Insurance Compa-
ny- 844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-982-0374

MISCELLANEOUS

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 

GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. Call 866-256-1169
Trouble hearing your TV? Try 
TV EARS’ Voice Clarifying 
Wireless TV Speaker. Better 
than a soundbar and/or turn-
ing the TV volume way up. 
Special, limited time $50 off 
offer. Call TV Ears. Use code 
MBSP50. Call 1-866-472-1764
ATTENTION HOMEOWN-
ERS!! YOU CAN PROTECT 
YOUR APPLIANCES AND 
SYSTEMS. For just a little 
more than a $1.00/day. Call 
now for First month free, 
$75.00/off 1styear. 1-855-536-
7294
Cable Price Increase Again? 
Switch To DIRECTV & Save 
+ get a $100 visa gift card! 
Get More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions apply. Call 
Now! 1-844-959-4732
Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? 
You And Your Family May Be 
Entitled To Signi昀cant Cash 

Award. Call 888-888-8888 for
Information. No Risk. No Mon-
ey Out Of Pocket. 1-855-635-
9214

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epi-
phone, Guild, Mosrite, Rick-
enbacker, Prairie State, D’An-
gelico, Stromberg. And Gibson
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-812-
4393
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Become a Published Author.
We want to Read Your Book!
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted
by Authors Since 1920 Book
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion
and Distribution Call for Your
Free Author`s Guide 1-855-
209-2951 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky
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PAIN 
Continued from page 1 

largely hinging on 
whether the Administra-
tive Office of the Courts 
(AOC) can nail down a 
place to put its judges 
and court officials during 
the construction period. 
Local leaders have ex-
pressed some frustra-
tions with the ornate 
demands of the AOC for 
these temporary accom-
modations. The state 
agency has looked at 
multiple locations in 
town, but nothing has 
worked out, at least 
partly because demands 
are greater than benefits 
for the host. Even the 
county has balked at let-
ting the courts join it at 
the former Ed-Tech Cen-
ter which will become the 
Crittenden County Office 
Complex in a few weeks. 

Looks like the City of 
Marion is ready to look 
further at leasing its 
council chambers at city 
hall to the AOC. It’s im-
portant to keep these 
legal proceedings in the 
community because it af-
fects more of us than one 
might realize. Whether 
you die, get a divorce, 
have family issues, run a 
small business, are a vic-
tim of crime or a criminal 
you or your family could 

end up in a court pro-
ceeding. It’s not all 
methamphetamines, al-
though that sometimes 
seems the case.  

If the AOC cannot 
reach an agreement with 
the city, there’s a good 
chance court matters will 
be moved to either Mor-
ganfield or Dixon. That 
will not be convenient for 
jurors, litigants, defen-
dants, court workers or 
our community at large.  

STAFF REPORT 
A Lyon County High School 

basketball player with deep 
Crittenden County roots be-
came an instant legend last 
week at the Kentucky Boys’ 
Sweet 16 Basketball Tourna-
ment. 

On the biggest stage, Travis 
Perry, still just a junior, broke 
“King” Kelly Coleman’s 67-
year-old Kentucky high school 
scoring record during a 61-46 
win in the opening round of the 
state tournament. 

A more appropriate script 
could not have been written for 
such a monumental moment 
in high school hoops history. 
Playing out at Rupp Arena in 
front of a statewide audience, 
Perry scored 23 points in the 
win over Newport.  

Simply breaking the 67-year-
old state scoring record is 
newsworthy enough, but with 
another season ahead of him, 
Perry’s name will no doubt be 
on the lips of Kentucky sports 
fans for decades to come. 

Last week named Kentucky’s 
Gatorade Player of the Year, 
Perry surpassed Kentucky 
prep basketball legend, the late 
“King” Kelly of Wayland High 
School, when he made one of 
two free throws with 3:48 re-
maining. It’s a record he has 
been chasing since he began 
playing at the varsity level in 
the seventh grade. 

Lyon County coach Ryan 
Perry called a timeout between 
the two free throw attempts to 
give his standout guard a 
chance to exhale and enjoy the 
signficance of the moment. 
Perry savored it by making his-
tory on the first of his two at-

tempts from the charity stripe. 
It pushed him to 4,378 career 
points and he added another 
basket later. 

Both of Perry’s parents are 
Crittenden County High School 
graduates who were standout 
athletes in the early 1990s at 
CCHS. He also has a large, ex-
tended family in the 42064 zip 
code that include the Boones 
and Tabors. His grandparents 
are Jat and Melissa Tabor of 
Marion, Debbie and Kevin Dut-
ton of Marion and Pat and Jan-
ice Perry of Eddyville. 

Perry’s uncle Tanner Tabor 
of Marion said the atmosphere 
in Rupp last week was surreal 
as his nephew raised his game 
to basketball immortality in 
the Bluegrass. 

“It was just so cool to see him 
get a standing ovation from the 
entire building, over 14,000 
people,” Tabor said. “And 
what’s even more incredible is 
how he has handled it. He’s 
just been himself. He just loves 
to play basketball. He doesn’t 
celebrate or showboat. Rarely 
will you see him celebrate his 
play. He’s just a humble kid.” 

Dozens of high-profile col-
leges have recruited Perry. 
Head coaches from power con-
ferences like the SEC and Big 
10 – including Kentucky Coach 
John Calipari – have shown up 
at the tiny gym in Eddyville to 
see him play. Seventeen col-
leges have already offered 
Perry a scholarship, including 
Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, 
Michigan, Mississippi, Ohio 
State, Vanderbilt, Virginia, 
Wake Forest and Purdue. 

Truth is, Perry’s celebrity is 
now etched in Kentucky 
bedrock whether or not he 
scores a single point at the 
next level. 

“It’s never been about the 
scoring record, it’s been about 
going out and playing basket-
ball,” Perry said after breaking 
the record. “Scoring is fun, but 
winning games is a lot more 
fun. That’s the thing I’m most 
proud of today. I’m proud of 
the way we fought (and) proud 
of the way we stepped up on 
the big stage. … it was just fine 
with the way it happened and 
it’s something I’m very thank-
ful for.” 

Perry’s teammate, forward 
Brady Shoulders, was glad to 
be part of a history-making 
moment and said playing 
alongside the team’s standout 

guard is unmatched. 
“It’s really a joy playing with 

him in practice every day,” he 
said. “The scoring is obviously 
a big thing, but he never talks 
about it or nothing. He just 
comes out to play basketball 
for the team and a win is a 
win.” 

Perry’s coach, also his father, 
agreed. 

“It’s super special,” Ryan 
Perry said. “It’s a big deal be-
cause you put in so much time 
and effort. It’s humbling, espe-
cially with Travis, your own 
son. It’s really special and the 
way he’s handled it. It’s not a 
front he puts on, but it’s how 
he really is. … he really just 
wants to get one more point 
than the other team so he 
doesn’t have to listen to me. 
I’m very happy with how he’s 
handled it and I’m really proud 
of him.” 

Newport coach Rodney 
Snapp compared Perry to for-
mer Indiana prep standouts 
Damon Bailey and Steve Alford 
and offered the upmost praise 
for the Lyon County standout. 

“I’m a fan, just because he’s 
a good kid,” Snapp said. 

For Perry it was a surreal ex-
perience. He has had fun chas-
ing a record that has stood for 
more than six decades. 

“It’s something I’ve been very 
thankful and very humbled 
by,” he said. “Not everybody 
has that opportunity to be put 
in a position I’ve been put in 
and my teammates have been 
put in. … it’s about winning. 
The more games you win, the 
more points (we) get to score. 
It’s just about winning the 
games and going out there and 

playing for each other.” 
Lyon County lost in the 

quarterfinal round to defend-
ing state champion George 
Rogers Clark, which finished 
runnerup in the state tourna-
ment to Warren Central. De-
spite the loss, Perry’s star will 
remain bright for generations 
to come. 

Murray State football player 
Tyler Boone, who was a stand-
out athlete at Crittenden 
County, is Perry’s first cousin 
once removed. He knew Perry 
was going to be a star years 
ago when the two competed 
against one another although 
Perry was a few years younger. 

“He was always playing up 
with older kids because he was 
simply better than most his 
age. He was always scoring 
buckets on us. Little did I 
know he’d be a legend, a record 
breaker.” 

Tabor remembers a cute 
story about his nephew’s first 
basketball game. Perry was 
about four or five years old. 

“It was his first Upward Bas-
ketball game at Northside Bap-
tist Church in Princeton. There 
were about 10 family members 
there to see him play. He was 
crying because he was so nerv-
ous. He didn’t even play. He 
pulled his head band down 
over his eyes and wouldn’t 
leave the bench,” Tabor said. 

Those paralyzing butterflies 
are gone now, and Perry is a 
Kentucky legend. 

 
 

Special thanks to Kentucky Today 
for contributing to this article.

Kentucky high school scoring 
legend Travis Perry has deep 
roots in Crittenden County. Photo 
by Les Nicholson/KHSAA. 

Perry dethrones ‘King” Kelly Coleman; becomes instant legend
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A couple of youngsters cut the ribbon to open the new playground at Marion-Crit-
tenden County Park. Pictured are (from left) Michele Edwards, executive director 
Marion Tourism and Recreation Commission; Kevin Maxfield, tourism director; 
Sarah Ford; former city councilwoman; Emma Curry, 2; Charlestyn Driver, 5; Jason 
Hatfield, tourism director; Misty Porter, park board member; and Shawn Holeman, 
park board member.

Park playground open for fun!
STAFF REPORT 

Local businessman 
Jason Hatfield under-
standably got a bit  
choked up when five-
year-old Charlestyn 
Driver walked up and 
handed him a thank you 
card sealed in a red enve-
lope. 

“I brought this for you,” 
she said then turned to-
ward monkey bars to 
break in the new 
$243,500 playground at 
M a r i o n - C r i t t e n d e n 
County Park.  

“This is what it’s all 
about,” Hatfield said, a 
little crackle to his voice. 

Hatfield, who serves as 
a director on the Marion 
Tourism and Recreation 
Commission, spear-
headed the project. He 
said a large playground 
had been something he 

believed the community 
was needing for a long 
time. 

“This is what I envi-
sioned,” Hatfield said, 
reading off a list of two 
dozen or more names of 
individuals and busi-
nesses that provided in-
stallation labor, expertise 
or equipment. 

Because members of 
the community put the 
playground together, it 
saved thousands of dol-
lars for installation ex-
pense. 

Tourism and Recre-
ation Commission, which 
derives its funding from a 
three-percent restaurant 
and overnight lodging 
tax, paid for the equip-
ment, mulch, fencing 
and other safety features 
to come. C-Plant Federal 
Credit Union financed 

part of the project. 
A fundraising effort is 

underway to add 
benches to the area. 
Businesses or individu-
als can sponsor a bench 
by contacting the 
tourism commission. 

Driver’s mother, Crys-
tal, said her daughter 
has wanted to drive by 
the park almost daily 
over the past few months 
to watch the progress as 
it was assembled. 

“She’s just so excited 
and wanted to come out 
today and play on it,” 
Crystal said at the official 
grand opening and rib-
bon-cutting ceremony 
Monday. 

Driver and two-year-
old Emma Curry helped 
cut the ribbon officially 
opening the playground 
to children of all ages.

Work on the new Marion waste water plant (left) is pro-
gressing. It will replace the current sewer plant (right), 
but a pump station will remain at the old plant location.
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Members of Bigham Lodge No. 256 in Marion routinely assist with 
monthly food distribution at the Crittenden County Food Bank. Mem-
bers pictured during a recent meeting are (front from left) Bill Beverly, 
Dale Willingham, Joey Farmer, Anthony Spain, Philip Tabor, Stanley 
Brown, (back) Bill Duncan, Gerald Ford, Josh Orr, Donald Orr, Barry 
Smith and Gene McDonald.

Bigham 
Lodge 

Masons

Chemical Plant Tour 
Fifteen Crittenden County High School chemistry students traveled a couple of weeks
ago to Westlake Chemical Corporation in Calvert City for a field trip. While at the chemical 
plant, students were introduced to some of the various processes at the chemical plant
along with the job opportunities in our local area. They learned about the chemical reac-
tions and separation methods at the plant and the importance of education and hard
work. The students then participated in a guided tour through the chemical plant and into
the chemistry lab to experience several quality control measures. Pictured are (from left)
Ava Henry, Tristan Long, Luke Drawdy, Emily Adams, Allie Beard, Brynn Porter, Lizzie
Campbell, Mia Hackney, Payton Maness, Kaylee Hewitt, Carly Travis, Jaylee Champion, 
Abbey Swinford, Jasmine Wooley, Adrianna Buckley and teacher Glenna Rich. 

Karen Maddux, who serves as secretary/treasurer for the Crittenden County Conser-
vation District’s Board of Supervisors, presents awards for the district’s annual con-
servation-themed writing and art contests. At left, winning the writing contest was 
Jett Champion. Catelynn Maddux, at right, was the art contest winner. Not pictured 
was Bob Glinke of Marion who was given the Friend of Wildlife Award.

STAFF REPORT 
A Marion man was 

charged with firing a 
weapon from a vehicle as 
it traveled along KY 120 
Sunday night shortly 
after 8 p.m. 

Witnesses observed 
the vehicle going east-
bound toward Marion 
and reported seeing 
muzzle flashes and hear-
ing rounds being fired, 
according to the police 
report. 

When Marion Patrol-
man James Duncan 
stopped the vehicle on 

the south side of Marion, 
he found two handguns 
in the passenger side 
floorboard. 

Upon further investi-
gation, which included 
statements from the 
driver of the vehicle, 
Matthew Milby, 42, of 
Marion was charged. 
Milby was a passenger in 
the vehicle.  The driver 
was not charged. 

Milby faces a felony 
charge of wanton endan-
germent and violations 
for having an open alco-
holic beverage in a vehi-

cle and alcohol intoxica-
tion in a public place. 

Police Chief Ray
O’Neal said investigators
do not believe Milby was
firing at anything in par-
ticular. The chief said it
appears there were mul-
tiple random shots fired.
The police report alleges
that both weapons were
discharged by the sus-
pect.  

Milby was scheduled
for arraignment in Crit-
tenden District Court on
Wednesday of this week.

Police charge local man with firing  
gun from moving vehicle’s window

HUNT 
Continued from page 1 

step-grandchildren find 
chores around the shop 
and fields.  

Flexibility in his sched-
ule – other than planting 
and harvesting seasons – 
is among farming’s most 
attractive assets, Hunt 
says.  

“I haven’t missed too 
many of the grandkids’ 
ballgames,” he said.  

Coal mining was differ-
ent.  

“Mr. Peabody didn’t 
care if the kids were play-
ing ball,” Hunt said 
about the first half of his 
working career. “At that 
point, I had pretty much 
worked my whole life for 
somebody else. It did not 
matter how much or how 
hard I worked, the pay 
was the same. Now, 
farming it’s all yours. If 
you don’t make it, it’s 
your fault.” 

With that flexibility 
comes a penalty. In agri-
culture, you’re dependent 
upon so many variables 
beyond your control. 
Economic factors create a 
dynamic climate for 
input, labor and equip-
ment costs. Then there’s 
the weather. 

“No matter how hard 
you work it’s managing 
the money. Farming has 
turned into a big deal. It 

takes a lot of money to 
cash flow an operation, 
and then you don’t have 
much to do with how 
much you make. That is 
left up to the man who 
controls rain and it’s not 
me. 

“I went into full-time 
farming about 2003. Up 
to that point, I had never 
gone more than two 
weeks without a pay-
check then all of a sud-
den there wasn’t one. 
There were big adjust-
ments. You definitely 
have to manage your 
money.” 

Together, the Hunts 
plant corn, soybeans and 

wheat and run about 125 
head of mother cows on 
around 3,000 acres, 
some of it owned and 
some leased or rented. 
They finish some calves 
to sell to neighbors and 
haul feeder cattle to the 
market. His son takes 
care of the modern-day 
farming systems that in-
clude GPS tractors, inno-
vative chemicals and 
other technology. 

“He went to college for 
that. It’s way beyond 
me,” Hunt said. “Cody is 
going to be a better man-
ager than me. His future 
is bright and maybe his 
kids or the other grand-
children will want to stay 
in it.” 

Of course, that’s so 
long as they don’t mind 
the ugly stuff like cow 
poop on their boots.

CONSERVATION DISTRICT AWARDS

Cutter Singleton was pre-
sented the Land Judging 
high scorer FFA award by 
Larry Duvall, chairman of 
the district’s board of su-
pervisors.

Tyler Guess, vice chairman 
of the Conservation District’s 
board of supervisors, pres-
ents to Van Hunt an outdoor 
Master Conservationist sign 
to proudly post at his farm 
headquarters just east of 
Marion on KY 120.

Congressman James Come is accept-
ing applicants for the 2023 Congres-
sional Art Competition, a contest open 
to high school students throughout 
Kentucky’s 1st Congressional District, 
which includes Crittenden, Livingston, 
Union, Caldwell and Lyon counties. 
Each year, the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives hosts this competition to recog-
nize talented young artists from across 
the country. 

High school students are encouraged 
to participate by submitting artwork for 
consideration. The winning artwork 
from the 1st District will be displayed 
for one year in the U.S. Capitol along-
side the winning artwork from across 
the country. For more information, visit 
Congressman Comer’s website at 
comer.house.gov/art-competition. 
Questions can be directed to Comer’s 
office at (202) 225-3115 

Rep. Comer opens art competition

SOFTBALL 

Girls lose to Murray in extra innings 
The Lady Rockets lost 7-3 at home to 

Murray Saturday in extra innings. The 
game was tied at two after seven and 
the Lady Tigers won the overtime frame 
under international tiebreaker rules. 

Elle McDaniel had three RBIs and El-
liot Evans had two hits and scored 
three runs for CCHS. Andrea Federico 
and McDaniel also had two hits. Fed-
erico had a double and triple.  

Freshman Anna Boone went the dis-
tance in the circle, striking out 10 and 
walking just one. 
Three pitchers share no-hitter 

Senior Alyssa Woodall had two hits 
including a triple and eighth-grader 
Morgan Piper and senior Natalee 
Buchanan drove in three runs apiece 
as the Lady Rockets beat Fulton City 
11-1 on Saturday at Marion. Piper also 
had two hits for the Rocket girls and 
senior Taylor Guess and sophomore 

Aliyah Maraman had extra-base hits. 
Junior Aubre Conyer started the 

game in the circle and earned the win. 
Andrea Federico and Hannah Jent also 
pitched. The three hurlers combined for 
a no-hitter against the Lady Bulldogs. 
Evans one-hitter beats Storm 

Eighth-grader Hannah Jent went 4-
for-4 at the plate with an RBI and two 
runs scored while freshman Elliot 
Evans pitched a one-hitter as Critten-
den beat Hopkins Central 7-1 last 
Thursday on the road. 

Anna Boone had three hits and an 

RBI, Aubre Conyer drove in two runs on 
one hit and Alyssa Woodall, Jaycee 
Champion, Morgan Piper and Evans 
also had hits in the game.  

Evans struck out eight and walked 
one en route to her first win of the sea-
son.  

 

BASEBALL 

Rockets win first behind Foster 
Junior righthander Jeremiah Foster 

struck out 12 of the 15 batters he faced 
Monday in a 10-0 Rocket baseball vic-
tory over Hopkins Central, giving CCHS 
its first win of the season in three tries. 

Foster, in his third year as a starter 
for Crittenden County, is 10-3 since his 
freshman season. He’s 1-1 this year. 
Foster walked one in his two-hit 
shutout victory over the Storm. 

Freshman Quinn Summers has been 
the hottest hitter in the Rocket lineup. 
He’s batting .875 on the season after 
getting three hits against HopCentral. 
Senior Seth Guess also had three hits 
and senior Case Gobin drove in two 
runs on a double on which he was 
thrown out trying to stretch into a 
triple. Evan Belt, Tyler Belt, Hunter 
Smith, Casey Cates and Foster also had 
hits for the Rockets. 

Union wallops Rockets by 16 
Tyler Belt, Evan Belt and Case Gobin 

each singled against Union County on 
the road Friday, but those were about 
the only highlights for the Rockets as 
they fell 16-0 to the Braves. 

Union County ripped CCHS pitching 
for 14 hits, but the Rockets also com-
mitted six errors which allowed the 
Braves to end the game early by the 
mercy rule. 

Asa McCord, Case Gobin and Tyler 
Belt shared pitching duties, but no one 
could slow the Braves’ offense. 

 

Track and field numbers 
are among the best in years, 
which Coach Sandra Mar-
tinez believes is increasing 
competitiveness and improv-
ing Crittenden County’s 
chance in team points stand-
ings this season. 

A host of football and soc-
cer athletes have joined the 
team this spring, some re-
turning to track and field for 
the first time since middle 
school to compete in their 
junior and senior seasons. 

Only three athletes can 
enter each of the 17 events on 
a meet schedule, and Mar-
tinez expects to fill every spot. 

Leading the way for the 
boys’ team will be seniors 
Sammy Impastato, Jordan 
Hardesty, Preston Morgeson, 
Nate Faith, Kaleb Nesbitt and 
Rowen Perkins.  

“Nate Faith is wanting not 
only to beat his record in the 
high jump but he wants to 
see how close he can get to 
Tristan Davidson’s,” Martinez 
said, referring to the CCHS 
grad Davidson, who holds the 
school record of 6-7. “That re-
ally has lit a fire under him 
and he very well could medal 
at state this year.” 

Morgeson brings his speed 
to the oval for the first time 
since eighth grade, and Mar-
tinez is excited to see what he 
can do in the 400- and 800-
meters. 

Impastato is a veteran 
thrower, and he will be joined 
by newcomers Gattin Travis 
and Levi Piper, who are jun-
iors. 

“We have several football 

players who have never done 
track and field before, but 
they are realizing how it will 
help them with power and 
speed,” Martinez said. 

Nesbitt is a sprinter and 
Hardesty mid-distance run-
ner. The coach expects all of 
the boys to compete for spots 
on the 4x100 and 4x400 re-
lays. Perkins has improved 
his power and approach and 
is one to watch in the long 
jump. 

Ethan Long and Jackson 
Cartwright are Martinez’s 
only hurdlers. 

Landon Starkey, River 
Rogers and Cameron Nesbitt 
are among distance runners 
to watch. 

The most experience on the 
girls’ side comes from junior 
Karsyn Potter, a 2022 re-
gional runner-up and state 
qualifier with her 29-03-foot 
throw in the shot put. 

Potter also runs the 100- 
and 200-meter races. 

Junior Payton Maness, who 
the coach says is stronger 
and healthier this year, will 
compete in the high jump, 
along with Payton Hall, whose 
dad was a state champion at 
Union County with a 6-foot-8 
jump. 

Lizzie Campbell is what the 
coach calls a 200-meter spe-
cialist and will compete for a 
spot on the 4x400 relay. 

There is experience in dis-
tance events with state cross 
country qualifiers Mary Mar-
tinez, Ella Geary, Presley Pot-
ter and Aubrey Grau. They 
missed a school relay record 
last year by a second, and 

they are knocking on that 
door this season. 

Though small, Grau also 
will compete in discus. 

“She has such good kines-
thetic awareness, she’s so 
smart and explosive through 
hips and core,” Martinez said. 
“She has thrown over 60 feet 
and we haven’t even worked 

on spin or anything.” Emily 
Mattingly and Cheyenne 
Starkey are experienced 
throwers who soon will rejoin 
the team following injuries. 

There are 10 girls who want 
to throw discus and eight 
shot put so Martinez expects 
qualifying practices to be full 
of healthy competition. 
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SPRING SPORTS 

Upcoming events 

THURSDAY 
Softball at Webster County 
Baseball hosts Lyon County 
FRIDAY 
Softball hosts Lyon County 
SATURDAY 
Track and field at Marshall County 
Softball at Ballard Memorial 
Softball vs Hickman Co. at Ballard 
MONDAY 
Softball hosts Hardin Co., Ill. (4:30) 
TUESDAY 
Softball hosts Hopkins Central 
 
BASEBALL | SOFTBALL 

2nd Region Polls 

   Following are Second Region polls 
for softball and baseball compiled by 
West Kentucky Sports Network as 
voted on by media and coaches in the 
region. 
 
SOFTBALL  
1. Henderson County                 1-0 
2. Madisonville                           4-0 
3. Christian County                    3-1 
4. Caldwell County                     3-1 
5. Livingston Central                  2-1 
6. Webster County                     2-0 
7. Union County                         1-3 
8. Lyon County                           0-3 
9. Trigg County                          2-3 
10. Crittenden County                2-2 
 
BASEBALL  
1. Christian County                    3-3 
2. University Heights                  4-0  
3. Union County                         2-1 
4. Lyon County                           2-1  
5. Henderson County                 1-2 
6. Hopkinsville                            1-2 
7. Caldwell County                     2-2  
8. Trigg County                           2-2  
9. Webster County                     2-1  
10. Madisonville                         0-5 
 
ARCHERY 

Locals score perfect 

   Two local shooters shot perfect 
scores during the Kentucky Archers 
Association state competition last 
weekend at Madisonville’s Western 
Kentucky Archery Complex. Jeremiah 
Foster and Gracie Orr each won first 
place in their age divisions by staying 
right on the bull’s eye the entire shoot. 
Foster was first place in two cate-
gories. 
 

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE 

Crittenden County track and field team members (front from left) are Aubrey Grau, Zoey Hodge, Landon Starkey, Cameron Nesbitt, 
Colt Belt, River Rogers, Aerie Suggs, Kylie Bloodworth, Cheyenne Starkey, Callie Rich, Glenn Starkey, (middle) Ella Geary, Emily 
Mattingly, Layken Gilchrist, Payton Maness, Karsyn Potter, Brayden Mahnke, Hannah Long, Presley Potter, Mary Martinez, Jayden 
Duncan, Kodi Stoner, Peyton Smith, Payton Hall, head coach Sandra Martinez, (back) Rowen Perkins, Devon Carr, Ethan Long, 
Gattin Travis, Levi Piper, Nate Faith, Jordan Hardesty, Matthew Valentine, Bennett McDaniel, Seth Henry, Kaleb Nesbitt, Preston 
Morgeson, Sammy Impastato, assistant coach Nick Martinez and assistant coach Adam Perkins.

Boys Roster 
Cam’ron Belcher     10 
Colt Belt                    8 
Devon Carr               9 
Jaxon Cartwright     10 
Nate Faith                12 
Jordan Hardesty      12 
Seth Henry              10 
Sammy Impastato   12 
Dawson Jones         10 
Ethan Long              10 
Brayden Mahnke     10 
Preston Morgeson   12 
Cameron Nesbitt      7 
Kaleb Nesbitt           22 
Rowen Perkins        12 
Levi Piper                11 
Levi Quertermous     8 
River Rogers            8 
Glenn Starkey          9 
Landon Starkey        9 
Gattin Travis            11 
Matthew Valentine   10

Girls Roster 
Kylie Bloodworth        8 
Lizzie Campbell         11 
Jayden Duncan         10 
Ella Geary                  9 
Layken Gilchrist         8 
Aubrey Grau              9 
Payton Hall                9 
MaciBelle Hardesty    8 
Zoey Hodge               9 
Hannah Long            11 
Payton Maness         11 
Mary Martinez           10 
Emily Mattingly          11 
Karsyn Potter            11 
Presley Potter            8 
Callie Rich                  7 
Peyton Smith             9 
Cheyenne Starkey     9 
Kodi Stoner                9 
Aerie Sugs                 9 
Leauna West             10 
 

Track participation ticks up, tempering competition

CRITTENDEN COUNTY SPRING SPORTS WRAPUP

Eighth-grader Hannah Jent, pictured 
here playing third base on Saturday, 
went 4-for-4 in Crittenden’s first win of 
the season last week at Hopkins Central.

Jaxton Duncan scores a run during a re-
cent game against Hardin County, Ill. at 
Marion.

213 Sturgis Rd., Marion

(270) 965-4261

After the meet
run in to

Marion’s...

Beavers
CAR WASH

AUTOMATIC - SPOT FREE RINSE
301 SOUTH MAIN, MARION, KY • 965-3151

Jerry, Kristi & Kurt Beavers

GOOD 
LUCK

ROCKETS!
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Members of Bigham Lodge No. 256 in Marion routinely assist with 
monthly food distribution at the Crittenden County Food Bank. Mem-
bers pictured during a recent meeting are (front from left) Bill Beverly, 
Dale Willingham, Joey Farmer, Anthony Spain, Philip Tabor, Stanley 
Brown, (back) Bill Duncan, Gerald Ford, Josh Orr, Donald Orr, Barry 
Smith and Gene McDonald.

Bigham 
Lodge 

Masons

Chemical Plant Tour 
Fifteen Crittenden County High School chemistry students traveled a couple of weeks 
ago to Westlake Chemical Corporation in Calvert City for a field trip. While at the chemical 
plant, students were introduced to some of the various processes at the chemical plant 
along with the job opportunities in our local area. They learned about the chemical reac-
tions and separation methods at the plant and the importance of education and hard 
work. The students then participated in a guided tour through the chemical plant and into 
the chemistry lab to experience several quality control measures. Pictured are (from left) 
Ava Henry, Tristan Long, Luke Drawdy, Emily Adams, Allie Beard, Brynn Porter, Lizzie 
Campbell, Mia Hackney, Payton Maness, Kaylee Hewitt, Carly Travis, Jaylee Champion, 
Abbey Swinford, Jasmine Wooley, Adrianna Buckley and teacher Glenna Rich. 

Karen Maddux, who serves as secretary/treasurer for the Crittenden County Conser-
vation District’s Board of Supervisors, presents awards for the district’s annual con-
servation-themed writing and art contests. At left, winning the writing contest was 
Jett Champion. Catelynn Maddux, at right, was the art contest winner. Not pictured 
was Bob Glinke of Marion who was given the Friend of Wildlife Award.

STAFF REPORT 
A Marion man was 

charged with firing a 
weapon from a vehicle as 
it traveled along KY 120 
Sunday night shortly 
after 8 p.m. 

Witnesses observed 
the vehicle going east-
bound toward Marion 
and reported seeing 
muzzle flashes and hear-
ing rounds being fired, 
according to the police 
report. 

When Marion Patrol-
man James Duncan 
stopped the vehicle on 

the south side of Marion, 
he found two handguns 
in the passenger side 
floorboard. 

Upon further investi-
gation, which included 
statements from the 
driver of the vehicle, 
Matthew Milby, 42, of 
Marion was charged. 
Milby was a passenger in 
the vehicle.  The driver 
was not charged. 

Milby faces a felony 
charge of wanton endan-
germent and violations 
for having an open alco-
holic beverage in a vehi-

cle and alcohol intoxica-
tion in a public place. 

Police Chief Ray 
O’Neal said investigators 
do not believe Milby was 
firing at anything in par-
ticular. The chief said it 
appears there were mul-
tiple random shots fired. 
The police report alleges 
that both weapons were 
discharged by the sus-
pect.  

Milby was scheduled 
for arraignment in Crit-
tenden District Court on 
Wednesday of this week. 

Police charge local man with firing  
gun from moving vehicle’s window

HUNT 
Continued from page 1 

step-grandchildren find 
chores around the shop 
and fields.  

Flexibility in his sched-
ule – other than planting 
and harvesting seasons – 
is among farming’s most 
attractive assets, Hunt 
says.  

“I haven’t missed too 
many of the grandkids’ 
ballgames,” he said.  

Coal mining was differ-
ent.  

“Mr. Peabody didn’t 
care if the kids were play-
ing ball,” Hunt said 
about the first half of his 
working career. “At that 
point, I had pretty much 
worked my whole life for 
somebody else. It did not 
matter how much or how 
hard I worked, the pay 
was the same. Now, 
farming it’s all yours. If 
you don’t make it, it’s 
your fault.” 

With that flexibility 
comes a penalty. In agri-
culture, you’re dependent 
upon so many variables 
beyond your control. 
Economic factors create a 
dynamic climate for 
input, labor and equip-
ment costs. Then there’s 
the weather. 

“No matter how hard 
you work it’s managing 
the money. Farming has 
turned into a big deal. It 

takes a lot of money to 
cash flow an operation, 
and then you don’t have 
much to do with how 
much you make. That is 
left up to the man who 
controls rain and it’s not 
me. 

“I went into full-time 
farming about 2003. Up 
to that point, I had never 
gone more than two 
weeks without a pay-
check then all of a sud-
den there wasn’t one. 
There were big adjust-
ments. You definitely 
have to manage your 
money.” 

Together, the Hunts 
plant corn, soybeans and 

wheat and run about 125 
head of mother cows on 
around 3,000 acres, 
some of it owned and 
some leased or rented. 
They finish some calves 
to sell to neighbors and 
haul feeder cattle to the 
market. His son takes 
care of the modern-day 
farming systems that in-
clude GPS tractors, inno-
vative chemicals and 
other technology. 

“He went to college for 
that. It’s way beyond 
me,” Hunt said. “Cody is 
going to be a better man-
ager than me. His future 
is bright and maybe his 
kids or the other grand-
children will want to stay 
in it.” 

Of course, that’s so 
long as they don’t mind 
the ugly stuff like cow 
poop on their boots.

CONSERVATION DISTRICT AWARDS

Cutter Singleton was pre-
sented the Land Judging 
high scorer FFA award by 
Larry Duvall, chairman of 
the district’s board of su-
pervisors.

Tyler Guess, vice chairman 
of the Conservation District’s 
board of supervisors, pres-
ents to Van Hunt an outdoor 
Master Conservationist sign 
to proudly post at his farm 
headquarters just east of 
Marion on KY 120.

Congressman James Come is accept-
ing applicants for the 2023 Congres-
sional Art Competition, a contest open 
to high school students throughout 
Kentucky’s 1st Congressional District, 
which includes Crittenden, Livingston, 
Union, Caldwell and Lyon counties. 
Each year, the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives hosts this competition to recog-
nize talented young artists from across 
the country. 

High school students are encouraged 
to participate by submitting artwork for 
consideration. The winning artwork 
from the 1st District will be displayed 
for one year in the U.S. Capitol along-
side the winning artwork from across 
the country. For more information, visit 
Congressman Comer’s website at 
comer.house.gov/art-competition. 
Questions can be directed to Comer’s 
office at (202) 225-3115 

Rep. Comer opens art competition


